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Report on Mwanza Pediatric Outreach: 
 

A joint effort to reduce childhood blindness by CCB RT, MoH, and KCCO 
 

16th -25th June 2008 
 

 
On June 15 2008 Ms. Elizabeth Kishiki, KCCO Childhood Blindness & Low Vision 
Coordinator arrived in Mwanza to continue partnership with MoH and CCRT for the 
3rd Mwanza Pediatric Outreach Project.  As before KCCO coordinated the promotion, 
admission, referral, and follow up. During the 9 days 70 sight-restoring surgeries 
were performed on 60 children.  
 
On the first day we had a brief introductory meeting with the hospital medical officer 
in charge after which the clinic started. In total, 156 children were screened 52.2% of 
them necessitating surgical intervention. Similar to previous outreach programmes, 
medical services, food, and transport were provided free of charge to the patients.  
The clinic was very busy during the first and second day. Theatre work started the 
afternoon of the first day and continued until 24 June. This time all children 
prescribed with glasses had their fitting using the donated frames from KCCO. 
 
Many of the follow up cases did not show up during the first two days, and phone 
follow up by KCCO’s Childhood Blindness & Low Vision Coordinator was done to 
remind the parents to bring the children for follow up. Of 33 children who had 
surgeries done in November 2007, 54% came back for follow up. Among children 
having surgery in June 2007 only 13 (20%) came back.  

 
Having two ophthalmologists (Dr. Gerald Msukwa and Dr. Richard Bowman) for this 
outreach made it easier for the theatre and clinic to run concurrently and made it 
possible to start surgery on the afternoon of the first day. There was a very high turn 
up of children on the first and second days, indicating that the Regional Eye 
Coordinator and District Eye Coordinator did good promotion.  Two caretakers 
absconded with their children rather than waiting for surgery on the second eye  
 
. 

Cataract Other cases Referrals 

Bilateral Unilateral Cornea 
scarring 

RB Retinal 
detachment 

Others KCMC CCBRT MUHAS 

Follow 
up 

Total 
screened 

22 34 7 3 1 56 10 11 1 31 157 
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Cataract cases obtained during the outreach (eyes) 

Diagnosed Operated 
on 

Referred to KCMC 
/CCBRT 

For Nov 2008 No need of 
surgery 

Absconded 

78 47 15 10 4 2 

Most of the children came from Mwanza and Mara Regions.  We continue to have 
inequity in use of services by gender. 

Cataract Other cases Region 

Boys Girls Boys Girls 

Kagera 6 1 6 3 

Kigoma 0 0 0 1 

Mara 11 4 3 4 

Mwanza 18 10 54 20 

Shinyanga 3 1 2 1 

Tabora 1 2 4 1 

Total 39 18 69 30 

Collaboration and funding 

This project was carried out as a collaborative effort between the KCCO, CCBRT, 
and the Ministry of Health. The outreach was funded in part by One World Sight 
Project with contribution by CCBRT and local people and group in Mwanza. We 
would like to acknowledge the contribution made by the Lions Club Victoria ($240), 
Mr. Paresh Patel ($ 80) Anil Talsania and Digi Jobanputra of the Radio House 
Mwanza  who donated foodstuffs worth $ 110. The commitment of KCCO and 
CCBRT staff was critical to the success of this outreach. Many thanks go to the 
management and staff of Sekou Toure Hospital, for their hard work and commitment. 

 
 
       



                                                                                                   
               
Issa Kibombi 11yrs missed the team last October, is now happy to have his sight 
back after surgery on his left eye this June. 
 
 
Prepared By 
Elizabeth Kishiki 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


